
PLUS:
� Reducing red tape

�	Easier planning for farmers?

REDUCING RED TAPE
Speaking at the Royal Welsh Show recently, Prime Minister David Cameron said that plans 
were in place to boost productivity and grow food and farming exports, as well as to reduce 
the burden of red tape on farmers.

At the moment, seven different 
regulators carry out more than 
125,000 farm inspections a year 
on England’s 250,000 farms; these 
take up valuable time and limit the 
potential of the farming industry to 
grow further.

However, Mr Cameron talked of 
streamlining this process and making 
better use of technology and data 
to radically reduce the number of 
inspections. In addition, he said, 
by next summer, farmers will only 
have to deal with one Single Farm 
Inspection Taskforce, which will 
combine farm visits with mandatory 
checks. This will also use the latest 
technology to refine the approach to 
inspections, such as using satellite 

data to analyse different crop types 
in fields.

These changes will also help to 
create more than £7bn worth of 
new opportunities, identified by the 
Confederation of British Industry 
(CBI), to drive up food and drink 
exports from the whole of the UK  
to countries outside the EU, including 
India, China and Brazil, creating  
more rural jobs, bringing greater 
investment to local communities 
and growing the economy.

Mr Cameron added that this will build 
on more than 600 markets opened 
since 2010. As he pointed out, 
securing access for lamb to China 
alone could be worth a potential  

£60m to the economy. Meanwhile,  
use of the ‘GREAT’ brand to promote 
UK food and drink abroad will also  
be increased.

The Prime Minister also talked of 
the Government’s commitment to 
increasing protected food names from 
63 to 200. The status of a protected 
name brings huge benefits to the 
economy and it is estimated that the 
total value of UK Protected Food 
Names is more than £900m.

In addition, the creation of a new 
UK-wide Food Innovation Network 
will give small and medium-sized 
businesses greater access to existing 
world-leading technology and science, 
helping them to innovate and grow.

FINALLY…
Running an agricultural or other business brings both rewards and challenges. It can also be 
tough to do it alone, which is why expert advice can make all the difference.

At Smailes Goldie Turner, we 
work with agricultural and other 
enterprises to help businesses 
achieve their full potential.

We’ll help you ensure all your financial 
reporting and tax obligations are  
up-to-date and in order.

But we’ll also do much more, by 
providing practical, proactive advice, 
identifying opportunities and ways to 
help your business grow and increase 

profits, and developing solutions to 
problems you may face.

Our accountancy, business advice, 
business support services and  
tax expertise are supported by  
the way we’ll talk your language  
and work with you to help you achieve 
your business and financial goals.

For more information about Smailes 
Goldie Turner, specialist agricultural 
accountants, please contact us.

SMAILES GOLDIE ATTENDS 
DRIFFIELD SHOW
We would like to thank the organisers of the Driffield Show as well as the attendees that visited 
our trade stand.

As one of the premier agricultural 
practices serving North Lincolnshire 
and Yorkshire,we were at the Show 
that took place in July at the town’s 
showground. Members of the 
Smailes Goldie team met visitors and 
enjoyed the activities and displays 
throughout the day.

Martin Overfield, Partner, said: “We 
always enjoy going to the Driffield 
Show and this year we met lots of 
people at our stand. This event is 
always one that I mark in my diary 

and we’ve attended year after year 
because this is the UK’s largest and 
best one-day agricultural show.

“It’s a great way for us to meet local 
farming families and for them to talk 
to us and find out more about how 
we can work with them. Throughout 
the day I had conversations with 
lots of individuals about the many 
ways to develop their business. I’m 
looking forward to the 2016 Driffield 
Show and meeting even more people 
next year.”

EASIER PLANNING FOR FARMERS?
A productivity planning announcement from the Government could pave the way for easier and 
quicker planning permission on farms, with rural areas potentially benefitting from more Local 
Enterprise Zones.

According to the announcement 
from Chancellor George Osborne 
via the Treasury, called Fixing 
the foundations: Creating a more 
prosperous nation, farms could 
have the opportunity to build new 
starter homes and make changes  
to permitted development rights  
for new mobile phone masts on  
their land. 
 
Mr Osborne also said that the 
Government was assessing the 
criteria for changing redundant  
farm buildings into new homes.

The National Farmers’ Union (NFU) 
has welcomed the news, saying 
that the time taken to get planning 
permission on farmland is an issue 
raised by many of their members, so 
anything that speeds up the process 
and creates work for farm workers 
would be a good move.

However, there are concerns over the 
erection of mobile phone masts and 
the Department for Communities and 

Local Government, in conjunction 
with the Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport, has launched 
a consultation to get evidence to 
support the deployment of mobile 
infrastructure in all areas. 

The consultation, which closes on  
21 August, also seeks to establish what 
further improvements should be made 
to support this deployment.

According to the NFU, the 
Government believes there is a  
need for more, taller phone masts  
in remote areas. This will enable  
it to reach its target of getting  
90 per cent of the UK a mobile  
signal by 2017 and ensure that 
people living in rural areas get 4G 
coverage to help them access 
broadband from smartphones.

The NFU also canvassed its members 
and asked for views on what is good 
and bad about the existing planning 
system for getting a mast and how 
this should be changed. 
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VALUE RISES
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WELCOME
Welcome to our rural newsletter, bringing you news from our firm and updates on tax, finance and other issues affecting 
farming and rural enterprises.

Smailes Goldie Turner is the specialist agricultural team running alongside Smailes Goldie Chartered Accountants’ own 
agricultural specialists. We work with a wide range of farming and other agricultural businesses, with a focus on providing 
practical, proactive advice and support to help clients achieve their full potential.

For more information on any of the issues covered in this newsletter, please contact us.

MORRISONS TO LAUNCH ‘MILK FOR 
FARMERS’ BRAND 

The new “Milk for Farmers” product 
line will go on sale this autumn, with 
a guaranteed 10 pence from every 
litre being given to members of Arla, 
Britain’s biggest milk co-operative.

Waitrose, Marks & Spencer, Tesco, 
Sainsbury’s and the Co-op already 
have arrangements that mean a farmer 
is paid more than the cost of milk 
production, according to the National 
Farmers’ Union (NFU). However, Asda, 
Lidl and Aldi do not offer a similar deal.

A worldwide milk surplus has been 
a major contributing factor to the 
ongoing price battle between 
supermarkets and farmers, which has 
seen the latter group selling milk below 
the cost price. However, Morrisons’ 
latest move has been viewed positively 
by the NFU, and the union has also 
made clear its intention to pressure 
other supermarkets into following its 
example, if they currently fail to pay 
farmers a fair rate.

President of the NFU, Meurig Raymond, 
said: “This is a welcome first step. We 
need Morrisons to make sure there is 
plenty of resource available to promote 
this product. It must also be displayed 
prominently in-store.

“We have also had discussions with 
Morrisons about how it can introduce 
further initiatives to support dairy, 
including cheese, butter and yoghurt. 
We will continue to urge Morrisons 
and all retailers to ensure that farmers 
from all sectors who supply their food 
get a fair price.”

Demonstrations were recently held  
by farmers in numerous UK 
supermarket branches, in order to 
raise awareness of the unfair payment 
rates they receive for milk. Among 
some of the events that received 
the most publicity in the media were 
when several cows were taken into 
an Asda store in Stafford, and when 
farmers in County Antrim blocked 
lorries from entering and leaving a  
Lidl supermarket depot.

However, the Farmers For Action 
group, which has been behind a 
number of protests against Morrisons 
and some of its competitors, said 
that it will no longer be targeting the 
supermarket following its decision to 
launch the new product.

“Milk for Farmers” will be aimed at 
shoppers that are keen to pay more to 
support British farming, which recent 

surveys have indicated consumers are 
willing to do. The product will be sold 
alongside their own brand milk, which 
will have a standard price.

Morrisons has also taken the step 
to inform its suppliers – Arla and 
Dairycrest – that it will not take the 
financial benefits from any further 
farm gate price decreases, requesting 
that the companies pass on any 
additional money directly to the 
affected farmers. The NFU has made 
it clear that it intends to get other 
retailers to offer a deal that is similarly 
favourable to farmers.

Recent estimates indicate that it 
costs between 30 and 32 pence to 
produce a litre of milk in the UK, but 
the average price paid is only 23.66 
pence, which is down by a quarter 
this year.

According to the NFU, approximately 
256 herds have left the milk industry 
so far this year, primarily due to 
prices. Mr Raymond said: “We’ll end 
up importing more milk and milk 
product, and that cannot be good 
for UK Ltd. Our consumers want 
to see more British food on their 
supermarket shelves.”

Morrisons – the national supermarket chain – will be launching a new milk brand that will see 
additional money going to farmers.

GRANT SCHEME AIMS TO SUPPORT 
RURAL COMMUNITIES

Farming Minister, George Eustice, 
recently announced that applications 
for the new programme would be 
open to any projects that will bring 
benefits and economic improvements 
to local areas. 
 
This could include helping people 
start or grow a new business to 
creating new food processing 
facilities or boosting tourism. 

Applications will be scored against 
a range of criteria including local 
priorities, with those who look to 
address local priorities more likely to 
receive funding. The funding from the 
Growth Programme will be provided 
through individual grants worth 
upwards of £35,000.

Initially, the grants are to be offered 
to nine Local Enterprise Partnerships 
(LEPs) by the Rural Payments 
Agency, followed in August and 
September by two more rounds of 
funding, where remaining LEP areas 
will get the chance to apply.

The programme is just one of a 
number of initiatives aimed at 
boosting the economy of rural areas 
over the next six years and is part 
of the larger Rural Development 
Programme (RDF), which is planning 
to invest £3.5 billion into rural 
economies by 2020.

More than £24 million of grant money has been made available to support rural communities, 
as part of a new Goverment-led Growth Programme.

ARABLE FARMLAND VALUE RISES 
QUICKER THAN TOP LONDON HOMES
Changes to the value of large blocks of arable land mean they have overtaken prices for prime 
central London residential property, according to new figures.

The research conducted by Knight Frank 
as part of its new farmland investment 
index, showed that over the last 10 
years the value of arable blocks with 
investment potential (more than about 
1,000 acres) has risen 228%, while the 
value of prime housing in central London 
has only gone up 135%. As a result 
such farmland has now hit an average 
price of £12,500/acre.

However, values since March this year 
have not increased and Knight Frank 
have said this indicated that prices 
might be starting to level out. Tom 
Raynham, head of the agricultural 
investment team at Knight Frank, 
said: “The demand for agricultural 

investments has risen beyond the 
market’s expectations and is attracting 
private, institutional and corporate 
investors alike.

“The institutional investor has come 
back with greater resolve in the  
past 12 months following the sale  
of the Co-op Farms’ portfolio and  
now has a greater understanding  
that although values might fluctuate, 
the underlying asset is never depleted 
if managed properly.

“More land is coming to the market 
and greater portfolios are being  
put together.”

Andrew Shirley, head of research at 
Knight Frank, said that the introduction 
of high net-worth individuals from 
mainland Europe, pension funds and 
smaller institutions to the market had 
blurred the lines between farming 
buyers and investors of 1,000-acre 
plus arable blocks.

He added that arable land in East 
Anglia had traditionally been the most 
in demand from investors, but that 
Hampshire had seen a surge in interest 
and Scotland begun to be recognised 
for offering greater value.
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REDUCING RED TAPE
Speaking at the Royal Welsh Show recently, Prime Minister David Cameron said that plans 
were in place to boost productivity and grow food and farming exports, as well as to reduce 
the burden of red tape on farmers.

At the moment, seven different 
regulators carry out more than 
125,000 farm inspections a year 
on England’s 250,000 farms; these 
take up valuable time and limit the 
potential of the farming industry to 
grow further.

However, Mr Cameron talked of 
streamlining this process and making 
better use of technology and data 
to radically reduce the number of 
inspections. In addition, he said, 
by next summer, farmers will only 
have to deal with one Single Farm 
Inspection Taskforce, which will 
combine farm visits with mandatory 
checks. This will also use the latest 
technology to refine the approach to 
inspections, such as using satellite 

data to analyse different crop types 
in fields.

These changes will also help to 
create more than £7bn worth of 
new opportunities, identified by the 
Confederation of British Industry 
(CBI), to drive up food and drink 
exports from the whole of the UK  
to countries outside the EU, including 
India, China and Brazil, creating  
more rural jobs, bringing greater 
investment to local communities 
and growing the economy.

Mr Cameron added that this will build 
on more than 600 markets opened 
since 2010. As he pointed out, 
securing access for lamb to China 
alone could be worth a potential  

£60m to the economy. Meanwhile,  
use of the ‘GREAT’ brand to promote 
UK food and drink abroad will also  
be increased.

The Prime Minister also talked of 
the Government’s commitment to 
increasing protected food names from 
63 to 200. The status of a protected 
name brings huge benefits to the 
economy and it is estimated that the 
total value of UK Protected Food 
Names is more than £900m.

In addition, the creation of a new 
UK-wide Food Innovation Network 
will give small and medium-sized 
businesses greater access to existing 
world-leading technology and science, 
helping them to innovate and grow.

FINALLY…
Running an agricultural or other business brings both rewards and challenges. It can also be 
tough to do it alone, which is why expert advice can make all the difference.

At Smailes Goldie Turner, we 
work with agricultural and other 
enterprises to help businesses 
achieve their full potential.

We’ll help you ensure all your financial 
reporting and tax obligations are  
up-to-date and in order.

But we’ll also do much more, by 
providing practical, proactive advice, 
identifying opportunities and ways to 
help your business grow and increase 

profits, and developing solutions to 
problems you may face.

Our accountancy, business advice, 
business support services and  
tax expertise are supported by  
the way we’ll talk your language  
and work with you to help you achieve 
your business and financial goals.

For more information about Smailes 
Goldie Turner, specialist agricultural 
accountants, please contact us.

SMAILES GOLDIE ATTENDS 
DRIFFIELD SHOW
We would like to thank the organisers of the Driffield Show as well as the attendees that visited 
our trade stand.

As one of the premier agricultural 
practices serving North Lincolnshire 
and Yorkshire,we were at the Show 
that took place in July at the town’s 
showground. Members of the 
Smailes Goldie team met visitors and 
enjoyed the activities and displays 
throughout the day.

Martin Overfield, Partner, said: “We 
always enjoy going to the Driffield 
Show and this year we met lots of 
people at our stand. This event is 
always one that I mark in my diary 

and we’ve attended year after year 
because this is the UK’s largest and 
best one-day agricultural show.

“It’s a great way for us to meet local 
farming families and for them to talk 
to us and find out more about how 
we can work with them. Throughout 
the day I had conversations with 
lots of individuals about the many 
ways to develop their business. I’m 
looking forward to the 2016 Driffield 
Show and meeting even more people 
next year.”

EASIER PLANNING FOR FARMERS?
A productivity planning announcement from the Government could pave the way for easier and 
quicker planning permission on farms, with rural areas potentially benefitting from more Local 
Enterprise Zones.

According to the announcement 
from Chancellor George Osborne 
via the Treasury, called Fixing 
the foundations: Creating a more 
prosperous nation, farms could 
have the opportunity to build new 
starter homes and make changes  
to permitted development rights  
for new mobile phone masts on  
their land. 
 
Mr Osborne also said that the 
Government was assessing the 
criteria for changing redundant  
farm buildings into new homes.

The National Farmers’ Union (NFU) 
has welcomed the news, saying 
that the time taken to get planning 
permission on farmland is an issue 
raised by many of their members, so 
anything that speeds up the process 
and creates work for farm workers 
would be a good move.

However, there are concerns over the 
erection of mobile phone masts and 
the Department for Communities and 

Local Government, in conjunction 
with the Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport, has launched 
a consultation to get evidence to 
support the deployment of mobile 
infrastructure in all areas. 

The consultation, which closes on  
21 August, also seeks to establish what 
further improvements should be made 
to support this deployment.

According to the NFU, the 
Government believes there is a  
need for more, taller phone masts  
in remote areas. This will enable  
it to reach its target of getting  
90 per cent of the UK a mobile  
signal by 2017 and ensure that 
people living in rural areas get 4G 
coverage to help them access 
broadband from smartphones.

The NFU also canvassed its members 
and asked for views on what is good 
and bad about the existing planning 
system for getting a mast and how 
this should be changed. 

ARABLE FARMLAND  
VALUE RISES
Prices overtake top London homes  
according to new figures
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PLUS:
� Reducing red tape

�	Easier planning for farmers?

REDUCING RED TAPE
Speaking at the Royal Welsh Show recently, Prime Minister David Cameron said that plans 
were in place to boost productivity and grow food and farming exports, as well as to reduce 
the burden of red tape on farmers.

At the moment, seven different 
regulators carry out more than 
125,000 farm inspections a year 
on England’s 250,000 farms; these 
take up valuable time and limit the 
potential of the farming industry to 
grow further.

However, Mr Cameron talked of 
streamlining this process and making 
better use of technology and data 
to radically reduce the number of 
inspections. In addition, he said, 
by next summer, farmers will only 
have to deal with one Single Farm 
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data to analyse different crop types 
in fields.
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Confederation of British Industry 
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exports from the whole of the UK  
to countries outside the EU, including 
India, China and Brazil, creating  
more rural jobs, bringing greater 
investment to local communities 
and growing the economy.

Mr Cameron added that this will build 
on more than 600 markets opened 
since 2010. As he pointed out, 
securing access for lamb to China 
alone could be worth a potential  

£60m to the economy. Meanwhile,  
use of the ‘GREAT’ brand to promote 
UK food and drink abroad will also  
be increased.

The Prime Minister also talked of 
the Government’s commitment to 
increasing protected food names from 
63 to 200. The status of a protected 
name brings huge benefits to the 
economy and it is estimated that the 
total value of UK Protected Food 
Names is more than £900m.
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UK-wide Food Innovation Network 
will give small and medium-sized 
businesses greater access to existing 
world-leading technology and science, 
helping them to innovate and grow.
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profits, and developing solutions to 
problems you may face.
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tax expertise are supported by  
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and work with you to help you achieve 
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