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Welcome to our Focus On Charities bulletin, a regular update on the financial and business issues affecting the charities and  
not-for-profit sector.

For more information on any of the issues covered in this bulletin, please contact Mark Sharpley at marksharpley@smailesgoldie.co.uk 
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LEADING FAMILY CHARITY CALLS ON LEGAL 
PROFESSIONALS TO INTRODUCE FIXED-FEE TARIFF
A leading family charity has made repeat 
calls for changes in the legal profession 
to curb spiralling cost of legal fees on 
family matters.

Jane Robey, CEO of National Family 
Mediation, says too often mediators in 
her national network have to pick up 
the pieces of cases where one or both 
parties have run out of money due to a 
lack of transparency from solicitors in 
charge levels. 

The calls come amidst a time of 
concern that many people have been 
prevented from accessing the courts 
due to high fees. This has been stifled 
by the decrease in available legal aid. 

In May 2012, the country’s most senior 
judge, Lord Neuberger, raised concerns 
that charging hourly rates “leads to 
inefficient practices, at worst it rewards 
and incentivises inefficiency.” He said 
the time had come for a change to the 
time-old system of charging hourly for 
solicitor services.  

However, Jane Robey has said little 
progress has been made since then, 
with the issue progressively made 
worse by a lack of initial capital and/or 
legal aid.  

She said: “Two and a half years on, 
there seems to have been precious 
little progress; meanwhile separating 
couples are haemorrhaging money that 
could be better spent investing in their 
children’s futures.”

“To say it is ‘high time’ fixed rates 
for family matters become the norm 
wouldn’t do justice to the scale of  
the problem.” 

Whilst charities are able to help 
individuals bear the brunt in cases 
financial issues, it is not a sustainable 
solution, with sector experts pointing 
to the need of a compromise from 
legal firms offering the service, 
or additional methods, such as 
mediation, to help families resolve 
their issues. 

Jane Robey continued to say: “At 
National Family Mediation, we have 
countless cases of clients coming to  

us having previously engaged solicitors 
but then running out of money.

“Having run out of cash, these 
people have then found themselves 
working through mediation instead, 
often wondering why they hadn’t 
been informed about this possibility 
previously, given the process was 
staggeringly cheap compared with what 
they had been paying in legal fees.”

At Smailes Goldie, we realise the 
modern challenges that face the charity 
sector, including the added weight 
brought upon its shoulders by austerity 
measures. For more information on our 
services, please contact us.



Charities have expressed concern about 
moves to restrict medicines available 
through a special fund set up by the 
Prime Minister.

The fund in question is the Cancer Drugs 
Fund, which was a key part of David 
Cameron’s 2010 election campaign. Since 
its introduction, patients have been able to 
access effective treatments deemed too 
expensive for hospitals to fund. 

However, more than 40 drugs will be 
reviewed as the NHS introduces new rules 
on cost-effectiveness. So far, six drugs are 
in danger of being removed from the list of 
accepted medicines for breast cancer.

Caitlin Palframan, the senior policy 
manager at Breakthrough Breast Cancer, 
said: “We’re deeply concerned that 
several very effective breast cancer 
drugs appear on the list of drugs at  

risk of delisting due to their high price.

“The fund is the only way women in 
England can routinely access these drugs 
that can offer them months, or even 
years, of additional good quality life.”

The NHS has come under increasing 
financial pressure since the beginning of 
the recession in 2008. It has been the main 
recipient of austerity measures within the 
country, which have resulted in numerous 
budget cuts across the services.

Prostate Cancer UK said the fund was 
“on the brink” because of financial 
pressures, urging the Government to 
come up with new funding solutions. 

Owen Sharp, the charity’s chief executive, 
said: “A long-term solution is urgently 
needed that delivers an overhaul of the 
way new cancer drugs are appraised.” 

He added that it was wrong for patients 
to be denied drugs before a new 
system came into action. 

Meanwhile, Professor Peter Clark, the 
chairman of the Cancer Drugs Fund, 
said: “The Fund has delivered major 
benefits to many patients, but if this is 
to continue we have to act now.

“We have got to make sure that the 
Cancer Drugs Fund delivers drugs 
which offer good clinical benefit at 
reasonable prices so the Cancer Drugs 
Fund can treat the largest number  
of patients.”

At Smailes Goldie, we appreciate the 
concerns from charities about the 
consequences the current economic 
conditions have on the people they 
help. For more information on our 
services, please contact us.
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The Charity Commission has given 
evidence to the joint committee 
considering the draft Protection of 
Charities Bill. 

The bill is intended to create greater 
regulation within the charity sector, reducing 
fraud and acts of deception or dishonesty. 

The draft includes legal powers such as 
the ability to ban people with a previous 
conviction for certain criminal offences 
from being a charity trustee and to 
disqualify an individual where their 
conduct means they are unfit to act. 

The commission has long argued that 
there are underlying weaknesses in its 
enforcement powers and has said that  
it is pleased that the draft bill includes 

many of its proposals, including the 
proposal that people who have been 
disqualified as charity trustees should not 
be able to hold other significant positions 
of power. 

It is part of a general push to give 
renewed confidence to the charity sector, 
helping to root out acts of misconduct and 
ensure that perpetrators stay removed 
from charities. 

Speaking before giving evidence, William 
Shawcross, Chairman of the Charity 
Commission, said: “We are pleased that 
these new powers have been published 
in the draft legislation and we welcome 
the committee’s scrutiny. We know that 
in order to maintain public trust in charities 
it is essential that the regulator can take 

action where abuse and mismanagement is 
identified. The powers will strengthen our 
ability to do this and to protect charities. 
We are accountable to Parliament for our 
actions and we look forward to appearing 
before the committee.” 

The commission said it aimed to discuss 
its concern about missing proposals  
with the joint committee, as well as 
outlining how it intends to use all of the 
proposed powers. 

At Smailes Goldie, we’re up-to-date 
with the latest regulatory changes 
within the charity sector and the 
challenges it faces, both internal and 
external. For more information on 
how our services can benefit you, 
please contact us.
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