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Kyoto-based vegetable producer, 

Spread, has confirmed that all 

tasks except one will be handled by 

robots at their new Kameoka facility, 

expected to spring into action in 

mid-2017. This includes re-planting, 

watering, trimming and even 

harvesting.

“The seeds will still be planted  

by humans, but every other step, 

from the transplanting of young 

seedlings to larger spaces as they 

grow, to harvesting the lettuces, 

will be done automatically,” said 

Spread’s global marketing manager, 

JJ Price.

The company’s futuristic indoor farm, 

measuring 4,400 sq. metres, aims to 

boost production from 21,000 lettuces 

a day to 50,000 a day, the firm said, 

adding that after trials, they hope to 

increase their productivity tenfold.

Interestingly, Spread’s bionic farm is 

more than just an unusual experiment 

limited to the Far East.

Price announced hopes that Spread’s 

automated farm would “become a 

model for other farms”, insisting his 

“aim is not to replace human farmers, 

but to develop a system where 

humans and machines work together.

“We want to generate interest in 

farming, particularly among young 

people,” Price said.

The company were quick to stress 

that their robots are not human-

like droids, but rather time-cutting 

conveyer belts equipped with 

custom-made robotic arms to  

handle lettuce and watering at  

more efficient speeds.

The Kyoto-based firm have said that 

their indoor greenhouse will be fully 

operational by the middle of 2017 

and produce around 30,000 heads of 

lettuce per day. It hopes to boost that 

figure to half a million per day within 

five years.

WELCOME

Welcome to our rural newsletter, bringing you news from our firm and updates on tax, finance and other issues affecting 

farming and rural enterprises. 

Smailes Goldie Turner is the specialist agricultural team running alongside Smailes Goldie Group’s own agricultural specialists. 

We work with a wide range of farming and other agricultural businesses, with a focus on providing practical, proactive 

advice and support to help clients achieve their full potential. 

For more information on any of the issues covered in this newsletter, please contact us.

WORLD’S FIRST ROBOT-RUN FARM 

TO OPEN IN JAPAN

A Japanese agriculture firm has announced the arrival of the world’s first fully-automated robot 

farm, expected to feature complex robots handling almost every step of the farming process.



LEAP IN NUMBER OF UK STUDENTS 

CHOOSING POSTGRADUATE 

AGRICULTURE COURSES

For the past two academic years 

running, UK courses categorised  

as “agriculture and related subjects” 

saw the largest growth in new  

student numbers. 

The surge has been documented at both 

undergraduate (4%) and postgraduate 

(29%) levels, during both the 2013-14 

and 2014-15 academic years.

The staggering 29% increase in 

postgraduate agriculture students 

over the last two years was the largest 

of any UK subject, with medicine-

related courses marking the next 

runner up, at a humble 10%.

Alex Hardie, postgraduate marketing 

manager at Harper Adams University 

said: “There has never been a better 

time to start postgraduate study in  

this field – the sector is booming.

People will always have to eat –  

and with the global population set  

to reach 9 billion by 2050, there are 

some serious challenges to be met.”

Mr Hardie added that the introduction  

of postgraduate loans by the 

Government had also helped make 

Masters-level study achievable for 

British people.

Under the Government’s current Student 

Loans scheme, Britons up to the age 

of 60 are able to get a £10,000 loan, 

repayable on similar terms to typical 

undergraduate degree loans.

New figures announced by the Higher Education Statistics Agency have revealed a sudden 

popularity surge in Postgraduate-level agricultural courses.



THE EU REFERENDUM: NI FARMING 

MINISTER STANDS UP FOR UK’S 

RIGHT TO STAY 

However, in recent months, officials 

have been quick to point out the 

essential benefits of EU membership 

for the farming community, putting 

forward convincing arguments that, 

for our economy’s sake, Britain and 

its farmers simply must stay in a 

reformed EU.

Farming minister for Northern  

Ireland, Michelle O’Neill, put forward 

powerful arguments at the Brexit: 
Rights and Wrongs conference 

in Belfast on Friday 29th January, 

warning officials that a British exit 

from the EU would have disastrous 

consequences for farmers and rural 

communities.

O’Neill argued that a vote to leave 

the EU in the forthcoming referendum 

would result in the loss of potentially 

billions of pounds in farm subsidies 

– essential for industry growth, and 

economic buoyancy – an argument 

well received at the debate.

Speaking at the conference,  

Ms O’Neill said: “The problem with  

a vote to leave the EU is that no one 

will know what they are voting for.

“This is due to the absence 

of information about the type 

of relationships that would be 

negotiated with the rest of the  

world and the EU, post exit.”

Ms O’Neill expressed concerns of 

ominous access issues and general 

uncertainty, cautioning exit-vote 

supporters that the UK’s agri-food 

sector would undoubtedly “be worse 

off under Brexit”.

Ms O’Neill also warned that an exit 

would have a devastating impact on 

relations with the south, affecting 

cross-border trade in livestock, and 

other areas essential to helping  

farm businesses turn over healthy 

profits. The potential threat to the  

UK economy was well recognised  

by O’Neill’s opposition.

The minister concluded: “I am 

not going to argue that the EU is 

perfect. There is certainly room for 

improvement. I have pushed for 

change and I will continue to do so, 

particularly with respect to achieving 

greater simplification within the 

common agricultural policy.”

Agriculture has been a flagship area of EU collaboration since the earliest days of the European 

Community. But the complex Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) has, on more than one 

occasion, found itself under fire from those in favour of Brexit.
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LIONTRUST LAUNCHES ALL-NEW 

WATER AND AGRICULTURE FUND

London-based Liontrust, a group of investment and funding pioneers, have recently launched 

a water and agriculture equity fund, aimed at savvy suppliers hoping to take advantage of 

structural supply and demand changes in the industry.

Liontrust’s GF Global Water and 

Agriculture fund is a high conviction 

global equity fund and will be managed 

by Hugo Rogers and Kristof Bulkai, 

who have been investing in the sector 

since 2008.

The fund is anticipated to have a low 

stock turnover of just 25%, with a 

concentrated portfolio of some 30 to 

40 holdings.

Rogers says that the fund will invest in 

landowners and companies providing 

products or services in water and 

waste-water treatment, clean industrial 

technology and other agricultural 

industries.

Rogers has said: “The fund aims 

to exploit opportunities driven by 

change in these sectors because 

market participants, including 

investors, are slow and reluctant  

to understand changes.

“The fund also focuses on long-term 

investments to be found in companies 

and that is why equities are the best 

asset classes to use,” he said.

The fund, expected to reach some 

40 to 60 holdings, will invest in UK 

headquartered companies with a market 

capitalisation of less than £150 million. 

It is forecast to have a minimum 

investment of £1,000, charges  

at around 1.5%, and will be  

managed by Anthony Cross,  

Matthew Tonge and Victoria  

Bates from the firm’s Economic 

Advantage team.
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FINALLY…

Running an agricultural or other business brings both rewards and challenges. It can also be 

tough to do it alone, which is why expert advice can make all the difference.

At Smailes Goldie Turner, we work 

with agricultural and other enterprises 

to help businesses achieve their  

full potential.

We’ll help you ensure all your financial 

reporting and tax obligations are  

up-to-date and in order.

But we’ll also do much more, by 

providing practical, proactive advice, 

identifying opportunities and ways to 

help your business grow and increase 

profits, and developing solutions to 

problems you may face.

Our accountancy, business advice, 

business support services and  

tax expertise are supported by  

the way we’ll talk your language  

and work with you to help you achieve 

your business and financial goals.

For more information about Smailes 
Goldie Turner, specialist agricultural 
accountants, please contact us.

LEADER PROGRAMME: FARMERS CAN 

NOW APPLY FOR GOVERNMENT FUNDING

LEADER funding started life at the tail end of 2015, and is now available to farmers, foresters, 

land managers and rural businesses through Local Action Groups (LAGs).

For those not already in-the-know, 

LEADER, a French acronym for Liaison 
Entre Actions de Développement 
de l’Économie Rurale, is a generous 

funding initiative offering a collective 

total of £138 million to British agricultural 

businesses between 2015 and 2020.

The acronym roughly translates 

as ‘Liaison among Actors in Rural 

Economic Development’.

Under the scheme, farmers, land 

owners and other likely grantees can 

apply to their Local Action Group (LAG) 

for funding for any projects expected 

create jobs, grow business, and benefit 

the rural economy.

LEADER funding will be delivered via 

LEADER LAGs made up of people from 

local communities, public and private 

sector firms. Each LAG will be tasked 

with the responsibility of deciding 

which projects will get the green light  

in their area. 

The list of eligible projects is practically 

never-ending, but the general rule of 

thumb is that all projects must support 

one or more of the 6 LEADER priorities, 

which are:

•	 To	support	micro	and	small	businesses	
and farm diversification

•	 To	boost	rural	tourism
•	 To	increase	farm	productivity
•	 To	increase	forestry	productivity
•	 To	provide	rural	services
•	 To	provide	cultural	and	 

heritage activities
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DISCLAIMER: The matters discussed in this newsletter are by necessity brief and comprise summations and introductions to the 

subject referred to. The content of this bulletin should not be considered by any reader to comprise full proper legal advice and 

should not be relied upon. Smailes Goldie and Smailes Goldie Turner are registered to carry on audit work in the UK and Ireland and 

regulated for a range of investment business activities by The Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.

www.smailesgoldieturner.co.uk

Barton office:

2 Market Lane

Barton-upon-Humber

North Lincolnshire

DN18 5DE

T: 01652 632927

F: 01652 636225

Hull office:

Regent’s Court

Princess Street

Hull

HU2 8BA

T: 01482 326916

F: 01482 215009

Smailes Goldie Turner Limited is part of the 

Registered to carry on audit work in the UK and Ireland and regulated  

for a range of investment business activities by The Institute of 

Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.


